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For            Immediate Release
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           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555
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Washington,            DC-
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Today, Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, Co-Chair for Administration            of the fiscally-conservative Democratic Blue Dog Coalition, joined President            Obama in an event in the East Room of the White House urging members            of both the House and Senate to pass legislation requiring that any            new mandatory government spending be matched with budget cuts or savings            elsewhere. In a press conference, the President stated his strong support            of legislation that would reinstitute statutory pay-as-you-go (PAYGO)            rules, a move long advocated by Rep. Herseth Sandlin and the Blue Dogs            as a way to restore much-needed fiscal discipline to the federal government.            
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“For years, the            Blue Dog Coalition has worked tirelessly to require the federal government            to spend within its means. Passing statutory PAYGO into law is a significant            step forward in meeting that goal,” said Representative Stephanie Herseth            Sandlin. “Blue Dogs are proud to stand together with partners in this            effort to return to the strong tools of fiscal responsibility that brought            us budget balance – and surplus – in the 1990’s.”
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Today’s announcement            marks the first time the Obama Administration has officially transmitted            legislation to Congress, a sign of the President’s continued commitment            to restoring fiscal responsibility and accountability to government            over the long-term.
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